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Synopsis

A classic resource in the modern study of the anthropology of law, this acclaimed book is now
widely available again in an updated and expanded edition.There are many societies that survive in
a remarkably orderly fashion without the help of judges, law courts, and policemen. They are small
in scale and have relatively simple technologies, lacking those centralized agencies which we
associate with legal systems; yet early anthropologists did not hesitate to name a celaw,a ¢« along
with kinship, politics, and religion, as one of the facets of their subject.Simon Roberts contends,
however, that legal theory has become too closely identified with our own arrangements in western
societies to be of much help in cross-cultural studies of order. But conversely, by looking at the
ways in which other societies keep order and solve disputes, he sheds valuable light on the
contemporary debates about order in our own society, in a straightforward text that is accessible to
both the general reader and anthropologist alike.Now in its Second Edition with a new Foreword and
Afterword by the author, this renowned introduction to the anthropology of law is part of the
'Classics of Law & Society’ Series from Quid Pro Books. Quality ebook edition includes linked notes,
active Table of Contents, the original Index from the new print edition, and proper digital

formatting.Simon Roberts is a senior professor of law at the London School of Economics.
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Customer Reviews

Quid Pro has developed a fabulous niche in resuscitating out of print classics, like Llewellyn’s The
Bramble Bush or Holmes’s The Common Law. This is a classic piece on the anthropology of
ordered societies, and particularly those that have achieved the order without what we would
recognize as modern, liberal, post-Enlightenment law. This should be on the bookshelf of anybody

who puzzles over the role of law and rights.
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